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Zaque completely by surprise, and seize all the
treasure before any of it could be concealed.

Quemuchatocha, the reigning Zaque of Tunja,
was an old man, revered by his subjects and
renowned for his justice and valour. He had heard
of the march of these terrible invaders, and of the
awfuL charges of cavalry, and he felt that his
country was doomed. Conciliation offered the
only hope, and that a faint one, of humane treat-
ment. He was fearless and resigned to the fate
decreed by the gods.

When the dreaded enemy was seen to be ap-
proaching rapidly, the Zaque sent presents and
requested the Spaniards to wait outside until he
had prepared for their reception. The Spaniards
pushed the messengers aside without stopping.
Quesada and his men forced their way through a
terrified crowd and broke into the palace. Then,
with drawn sword, and followed by his officers, he
entered the great hall of audience. The venerable
Zaque was seated on his throne like an old Roman
senator, with his chiefs around him. He was tall,
very old, and of fierce aspect. He showed neither
fear nor anxiety. To eager questions about
treasure he maintained a profound and majestic
silence. He merely said: ' My body is in your